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he projects implemented by News 

Network in 2014 were supported by 

The United Nations Democracy Fund 

(UNDEF), Janata Bank Limited, Czech 

Republic Development Cooperation, 

Taiwan Foundation for Democracy (TFD), 

Anontex Trust Foundation and the United 

Nations Educational, Scienti�ic  and 

Cultural Organisation ( UNESCO).

 

This year News (2014) Network signed a 

new project agreement with the United 

Nations Democracy Fund (UNDEF).  The 

UN organization is supporting the project 

‘Rural Media Development Programme 

for Promoting Democracy and Human 

Rights’ that will be implemented in 

several districts of Bangladesh. The 

project is �irst of its kind aimed at 

improving the capacity of rural media 

and CSOs  to make people aware about 

rights-based issues and how to defend 

those.

In 2014, three different projects were 

completed successfully in time. Those are 

Czech Republic Development Coopera-

tion funded project ‘Sensitization 

Program for Journalists to Combat 

News Network 
envisions a stable 
na�on, where ci�zens 
are aware of their 
rights, enjoy freedom 
of expression, live with 
dignity and enjoy 
gender equality and 
where the media is 
free.
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Gender Based Violence’; TFD supported 

‘Professional Safety of Journalists’ and  

UNESCO funded ‘Programme for Understand-

ing Right to Information for Accurate and Fair 

Journalism‘.  

News Network, for the �irst time, received a 

Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) fund 

from Janata Bank limited,  a state-owned 

bank of Bangladesh. The fund was meant for 

imparting training to young women( univer-

sity students) under ‘Women Journalists 

Development Programme’. This is about to be 

completed.  Anontex Trust Foundation, a 

Bangladeshi non-pro�it organisation also 

provided �inancial support to the project.

During the reporting period News Network 

collaborated with The Media Project , a 

US-based organization and UK-based Thom-

son Reuter Foundation to organise their two 

different media development activities in 

Dhaka. 

Total grant amount of BDT 8,999,803 (USD 

116,881) were received  from the donors and 

at the year end the expenditure stood at BDT 

3,355,563  (USD 43,579).
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Projects Support Status 

Rural Media Development 

Programme for Promoting 

Democracy and Human 

Rights 

The United Nations 

Democracy Fund 

(UNDEF) 

Ongoing  

Development Program for 

Women Journalists 

Janata Bank Limited, 

Bangladesh 

Ongoing  

Sensitization program for 

journalists to combat gender 

based violence 

Czech Republic 

Development 

Cooperation 

Completed 

Programme for 

Understanding Right to 

Information for Accurate 

and Fair Journalism  
 

The United Nations 

Educational, Scientific  

and Cultural 

Organisation 

(UNESCO) 

Completed   

Professional safety of 

Journalists 

Taiwan Foundation 

for Democracy (TFD) 

Completed  

A view of a two-day workshop to sensi�ze journalists on gender based violence held in capital city 
Dhaka  on 21-22 June, 2015. In the picture Assistant Professor Shobnam Azim of 

Department of Mass Communica�on and Journalism of University Dhaka is conduc�ng a session.  
The Czech Republic Development Coopera�on supported the programme. 



� Fellowship on journalism for young women graduates 

� Development activities for rural journalists and CSOs for 

promoting democracy and human rights 

� To sensitise media people to combat gender-based violence

� Workshops for journalists on Understanding RTI 

� Promoting professional safety of journalists

� Fellowship on journalism for young women 

 For the past 17 years News Network has been providing 

six-to-nine month journalism fellowship to young women, to 

encourage them to choose journalism as their profession and 

acquire necessary skills. Till 2014 a good number of donor 

agencies, international organizations and missions supported 

News Network to continue the initiative. This has inspired 

many young women to take up journalism as a profession and 

thus the number of women journalists has increased 

Bangladesh. It may be mentioned that women journalists  do 

still lag behind in capacity and number in the country’s 

male-dominated media in Bangladesh. Women account for 

only 5 percent of total journalists in the country. And, most of 

them are based in big cities like Dhaka and Chittagong. 
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2. MAJOR ACTIVITIES OF THE YEAR

3. PROGRESS OF THE ACTIVITIES 



In the reporting year, News Network received CSR funds from the 

Janata Bank Limited, one of the large state owned banks of 

Bangladesh to continue the fellowship 

programme. Anontex Foundation, a 

Bangladeshi non-pro�it organisation also 

came forward to support the project. 

With the assistance from Janata Bank and 

Anontex Foundation,  News Network 

awarded 15 young women a six-month

 fellowship.  It includes 3 months of 

in-house training and 3 months of 

internship in major media houses. The 

project is yet to be completed. 
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Group photos of News Network fellows who completed a six-month fellowship
on journalism in 2014. Most of the fellows have later taken journalism 

as their profession.

Zaglu Alam Chowdhury, former Chief Editor 
of Bangladesh Sangbad Sangstha (BSS) 

interviews women graduates for a 
journalism fellowship at News Network 

office in Dhaka on 6 July 2014. 
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� Development activities for rural media 
people to promote democracy and 
human rights 

 This new programme on promotion of democracy 

and protection of human rights, undertaken with 

the assistance from UNDEF, was launched in 

December 2014. The project will cover 12 districts 

of the country. It is focused on rural areas, where 

people are 

less aware of 

their rights. 

Violence and 

violation of human rights issues are reportedly 

higher in rural areas than in urban society. The 

activities are expected to get momentum in early 

2015. Major activities of the project it are to 

improve the media and civil society organisations’ 

ability in rural areas to report on democracy and 

human rights issues and thereby raising public 

awareness of their rights.
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� Workshop on professional safety of journalists

 Attacks and threats on journalists have increased in recent 

years. Several journalists were killed and hundreds of them 

were attacked and injured. Many received threats on their life. 

International media rights groups have ranked Bangladesh as 

a dangerous place to work for journalists. To face the 

challenges News Network has launched a programme on 

professional safety of journalists. TFD came forward to 

support the initiative.  By this time it has organised  

  The workshop was held at Khulna city, a south-west 

divisional headquarters, one of the danger zones for 

journalists in the country.  Twenty local journalists, working 

for print and electronic media participated in the workshop. 

 Participants were highly satis�ied with the workshop. They 

found it effective and useful for understanding their 

professional safety. News Network will keep the initiative 

going.    

A par�cipant of a workshop on professional safety of journalists held in Khulna 
City narrates his experiences about an a�ack on him on a news assignment. The 

proramme was held on 17-18 September 2014, supported by 
Taiwan Founda�on for Democracy   
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� Sensitize media people to combat gender-based 
violence 

 The activities were funded by the Czech Republic 

Development Cooperation.  Three different workshops were 

organised to sensitise and build capacity of 60 young 

journalists. The workshops were held in Dhaka, Rajshahi and 

Brahmanbaria.

Farid Hossain, former Bureau Chief of Associated Press in Dhaka conducts a 
session at a two-day sensi�za�on workshop for journalists on comba�ng gender 

based violence in Brahmanbaria held on 24 -25 June 2014. 
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 Objective of the programme was to reduce gender-based 

violence (GBV) against girl children and young women. In 

Bangladesh society GBV is one of the major barriers for 

women empowerment. Most women are victims of such 

violence. But due to insecurity they don’t disclose the 

incidents to other. So, many serious incidents go unreported. 

Here, journalists can play an important role to highlight the 

issues in public for greater interest of the society. 

Participants and guests pose for a group photo after of a two day 

sensitization workshop held in Dhaka city for journalists on gender 

based violence on June 21-22, 2015. 

On 29 September  2014,  
Miloslav STAŠEK, Ambassador of 
the Czech Republic to 
Bangladesh, India, Sri Lanka, 
Maldives, Nepal and Bhutan 
visited News Network Office at 
Dhanmondi, Dhaka. 
Shahiduzzaman Editor and CEO 
of News Network presen�ng a 
Crest to Ambassador Mr. STAŠEK.
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A view of a workshop for journalists in understanding RTI held  in Rajshahi  city on 
22 -23 February 2014. In the picture Amena Khatun, Assistant Professor, Mass 

Communica�on and Journalism Department, Rajshahi University conducts a session.  
The programme was undertaken with the assistance from UNESCO.

� Workshop for journalists on Understanding RTI 
for Accurate and Fair Journalism 

 The activity  supported by UNESCO has been completed 

successfully. With the assistance �ive workshops were 

organized in �ive divisional headquarters. Those were: Sylhet, 

Rajshahi, Khulna, Barisal and Chittagong.  A total of 90 

journalists, working for main stream media  participated.   

 The objectives of it were to give better understanding to the 

journalists on the Right to information Act, importance of 

accuracy of information and promoting fair journalism. The 

focus was particularly on how journalists can use the act for 

accurate and fair reporting.
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 All the workshops were interactive and participatory.  The 

participant journalists found the workshops useful and 

effective. It improved their capacity to deliver better reports 

with accuracy of information.

Journalists par�cipa�ng at a RTI workshop pose for a group photo. The workshop 
was held in Barishal city on 2-3 March 2014.

Journalists at a 
workshop on RTI are 
seen doing group 
work in Rajshahi city 
on 22-23 February 
2014.
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 In 2014, News Network provided local support to two 

international organizations. They are UK-based Thomson 

Reuter Foundation and USA-based The Media Project. The 

Media Project  arranged a seminar with the media people on 

‘Key Challenges for Media Freedom in Bangladesh‘ and 

Thomson Reuters Foundation  organized a journalists  

training programme in Dhaka . 

Thomson Reuters Foundation’s 

�ive days General Training 

Course for young journalist 

ended on 21 February in Dhaka. 

12 Journalists from different 

media houses are participating 

in the course. News Network 

locally coordinated the 

programme. Internationally 

reputed trainers Lisa Essex and 

Andrew Dobbie conducted the 

training.

Key Challenges for Media Freedom in 

Bangladesh

A daylong Seminar on Key Challenges for 

Media Freedom in Bangladesh was held 

on 15 February 2014 at CIRDAP 

Auditorium, Dhaka. It was jointly 

organised by Washington-based The 

Media project and News Network. A 

total of 30 journalists, working for print 

and electronic media participated in the 

programme.

Dr. Arne H. Fjeldstad, Chief Executive 

Of�icer of The Media Project preside 

over the seminar, while Shahiduzzaman 

Editor and CEO of News Network was 

the moderator.
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� Support to international organisations

Dr. Arne Fjeldstad
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